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On the 23rd February 1718-19, Grace White
issued the first York newspaper, The York Mer-
cury. Upon her death in 1721 the printing-house
was carried on by Charles Bourne until 1724, when
he was in turn succeeded by Thomas Gent, who had
served under John White in 1714-15, and married
the widow of Charles Bourne. Davies in his
Memoirs of the York Press (pp. 144 el seq.) gives a
detailed and interesting biography of this printer,
who, he says, has obtained a wider celebrity than
any other York typographer. Gent was an en-
graver as well as printer, and was the author of
a History of York, and other works. As a printer
his work was wretched; there is little to be said
for him as an engraver, while as an author he was
below mediocrity. Nevertheless, he deserves credit
for the interest he took in the history of York.
His history of that city was published in small
octavo in 1730, and he followed it up in 1735 with
Annales Regioduni Hullini; or, The History of the
Royal and Beautiful town of Kingston upon Hull,
also an octavo.

These works were quickly overshadowed by
Drake's History, and from this time forward Gent's
fortunes began to decline. He made an enemy of
John White, the son of his old employer, with the
result that White set up a press at York in 1725,
and issued the first number of The York Courant,
a weekly paper, but sold it and the business to
Alexander Staples ten years later. Staples in turn

15